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REMEMBRANCE DAY CEREMONIES — PERONNE, FRANCE 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [12.50 pm]: I recently attended the Remembrance Day ceremonies in Albany’s 
sister city, Peronne, in France. Peronne is situated in the Somme region, where some of the fiercest battles of 
World War I were fought. I was the guest of Mayor Valerie Kumm, who, with her council, will celebrate the end 
of World War I, which is the opposite of Albany, where we will celebrate the Anzacs leaving Australia from 
Albany. Through wars, Peronne has been destroyed three times, but keeps bouncing back and I was told that it is 
now 70 years since it has seen conflict, which is the longest period of peace in the town’s history. One of the 
major battles of the Somme was when Australian troops captured Mont St Quentin, which is 1.5 kilometres from 
Peronne. The troops suffered 3 000 casualties in three days, but stopped the Germans’ advance on Paris and sent 
the German army back to the Hindenburg Line. The Australian soldiers are revered in this area and it was an 
emotional experience to lay a wreath at Mont St Quentin and see just how close the trenches were to each side. 
The war museum in Peronne is one of the best I have seen. It shows in graphic detail what both sides of the 
conflict faced. I also visited three schools and the children had a thirst for knowledge of Australia and they 
would like to correspond with Australian schoolchildren. I thank Deputy Mayor Sebastian Guillermo, whose 
knowledge of the Somme battlefields and the history of World War I was amazing. I acknowledge the friendship 
of the people of Peronne. The Somme battles can be summed up by Pozières, where over 20 000 British soldiers 
died in one day. Peronne, the city that will not die, is a great example to us all. Lest we forget.  
 


	REMEMBRANCE DAY CEREMONIES — PERONNE, FRANCE
	Statement by Member for Albany


